
Empiric therapy in adult ESLD patients in the ICU with septic shock or MELD > 35 
and

suspected infection with unclear source
last updated 11.8.2023

Draw Cultures 
PRIOR to Abx

Start meropenem
Start linezolid

Start fluconazole

Stable/improving 
at 72h?

No
Consider ID 

consult
Yes

Positive 
cultures thought to 

represent true 
infection?

Yes

Treat isolated 
organism with targeted 

antimicrobial for 
syndrome-specific 

duration

No

Source of 
infection 

identified?

Yes

Target antibiotics to source 
of infection and define 

approprriate duration. See link

Infect ious 
Diseases 
Management 
Program at  UCSF
Ucsf

No
Alternative etiology 

of shock likely?

Yes

Discontinue 
antimicrobials

No

Stop linezolid, meropenem, 
and fluconazole

Start piperacillin/tazobactam to 
complete a total 7-day course of 

antibiotics (from the date of 
antibiotic initiation)

Home
Infectious Diseases Management Program 
at UCSF

NOTE: These guidelines have 
been developed  for use in patients 

with suspected infection but 
without a clear source. Patients 
with a clear syndrome/source 

should be treated per appropriate 
IDMP guidelines 

https://idmp.ucsf.edu/guidelines-for-empiric-therapy-adults
https://idmp.ucsf.edu/
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