Adult Guideline: Cefazolin Prophylaxis in Penicillin allergy

Can my penicillin allergic patient get Cefazolin?
Inclusion: Penicillin allergic adult patients
Exclusion: Cephalosporin allergies (see below)
The vast majority of patients with a penicillin allergy label can safely receive cefazolin. Cefazolin
has been shown to be superior at preventing SSI compared to alternative antibiotics. This guideline
uses an assessment of the type of reaction the patient had to determine the risk of a reaction to
cefazolin in patients. Guidance for cephalosporin allergies is provided in text below.

Assess Penicillin Allergy (incl. amoxicillin, penicillin, ampicillin,
piperacillin-tazobactam, or amoxicillin-clavulanate)
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Patients with cephalosporin allergies should be assessed for true allergy (see beta lactam allergy
guidance here). If the reaction was not to cefazolin and was low risk (itching only and mild rash
without organ involvement, or patient does not recall any details about the reaction), ok to
administer cefazolin as it does not have a shared side chain with any other cephalosporin.
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